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Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT~ 
Ay 

TO : R = Mr, Fisher Howe DATE:duly 15, 1955 by 

FROM : OLR = William McAfee yyp 

SUBJECT: Air Estimate on Communist Threat to Taiwane 


OIR recently requested an Air Force study on the Communist 
Air Buildup in Southeast China, which has now been received. 
Tab A to the study provides a summary of recent developments 
and also coments on US intelligence capabilities. Mr. Trezise 
has requested that this Tab be forwarded to R and to S/P = 
Messrs.-Stelle and Owen, which I am doing herewith. As Phil 
also suggested, the basic study is being forwarded to DRF with 
the request that it be carefully studied, 


DRF will get in touch with you direct if it feels that its 
comments on the study would be of use to yous 


Attachments: 
As stated, 
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to Special Air Intelligence Estimate (AFOLN-243) 28 June 1955-"Target Taiwan 
Significence of Chinese Communist air activity < 


On the basis of the intelligence information received over the past 
few months, it cannot be stated categorically that a "puild-up® of 
Chinese Communist air power has been or has not been effected in any 
particular ares of East China, Moreowr, dapLoymenta of air units are 
subjeet to sudden changes, co that the preparatory "build-up" which is 
applicable to ground force action should not be used ag a oriterion to 
judge the capabilities for air force action. 


Over the past year, the Chinese Commnists have undertaken a series 
of agtions that have inoreased the overma]l flexibility of their air 
operations. The most significant aetions have been: 


a. Stationing fighter units at Chue-Hsien and IluChiass 
b. Stationing jet light bomber units at Hangchow; and 


6. Gonstruction of new airfields and rehabilitation of old ones at 
six sites onthe Swatow-Foochow seaboard. 


have been surfaced in at least threa of the airfields, in 
the Swatow-Feochow seaboard, and work is rapidly progressing on the 


others. As of 21 June 1955, no aircraft had been stationed at any of 
these airfields. 


U.S, intelligence capabilities - 


We mist admit, in all honesty, that there are gape in our intelli- 

genee with respect to the Chinese Commmnist Air Foree,. We believe w 

can detest and interpret major re=-dispositions or concentrations of 

Chinase Communist alrpower, However, due primarily te the proximity of : 
potential CCAF staging areas to Taiwan targets, we probably could not } i 
detect a major air assault against Formosa until the CCAF aireraft were | { 
wall on their way to their targets. Although early warming in Formea. = 
may provide enough time to eot fighter aircraft airborne for effective 


interception, CCAF bombers attacking at low level could successfully 
accomplish their missions, 
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